
Moving Georgia Forward | First Quarterly Meeting 1



 Our Mandate:  
1. To avenge the atrocities 

of our ancestors.  

2. To earn the respect of 
future generations.  

3. To be transformed in 
the service of humanity.
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Geor gia  NAACP
First Quarterly Meeting

January 27-28, 2017 | Hinesville, Georgia

Rev. Dr. Francys Johnson, State President
Graylan Quarterman, Liberty County Branch President

Welcome
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Greetings Freedom Fighters:
 
Welcome to the First Quarterly Meeting in Hinesville, Georgia.  Like you, I have been wrestling with how to chart a 
progressive path forward, after one of the most divisive and racially-charged presidential campaigns in history.
 
You and I both know that progress and solutions to these enduring problems will not come from the dangerous 
Trump Administration assuming control of the national government.  
 
Yet, I am convinced that out of this time of uncertainty comes an opportunity to rebuild power at the local and 
state level while maintaining a vigilant resistance to threats to democracy at the National level. The NAACP is best 
equipped in Georgia to address some of the greatest social and racial justice challenges of our time in the areas of 
income inequality, re-imagining criminal justice, and building an inclusive democracy at the State and Local Level.

 
Now is the time to build the resistance!
 
Now is the time to defend civil and human rights and advance our interest!
 
OUR WORK - Our members and the communities we serve want a strong NAACP that delivers results.  Together we have sought to 
restore the NAACP as the collaborator of choice for grassroots activists, other non-profits, and government seeking to do work ending racism and 
promoting racial and social justice. 
 
2016 presented many opportunities for work.  Together we got it done. For example, the Georgia NAACP through its network of branches 
conducted over 40 town halls and workshops seeking to tear down walls of mistrust between communities and police while proposing solutions to 
end the slaughter of black and brown people in deadly encounters with law enforcement through our Born Suspect Report and support for Black 
Lives Matter movements across Georgia.
 
In 2017, we must do more.    
 
OUR WITNESS - The stakes are too high. We must lay aside any other agenda that does not advance our interests.  Together, we stood up 27 
new or reactivated Units since October 2013.
 
In 2017, we are preparing to launch 20 additional units in small towns and urban centers across Georgia.  With improved office facilities, staffing, 
funding, and training we are making progress towards the singular goal of fitting a civil rights army for the fight we have on our hands.
 
OUR WATCH - I fear our children will ask us tough questions about how we lost so much ground when we have so much  at our disposal.  
Organizational Excellence is the only acceptable standard.  
 
Together, we are securing this Association. Working together we have held 8 quarterly civil rights training institutes across Georgia. Over 1500 
individuals have attended a session since its inception.  Additionally, our State Conventions have each had banner attendance.  The Georgia NAACP 
is engaged with our corporate, college/university, and other non-profit partners at all levels pushing for social justice.
 
As we move into 2017, we know who we are.  We are the NAACP!  The original Black Lives Matter Movement.  We are not a club, sorority, 
fraternity or dinner hosting society.  We are a civil and human rights organization seeking justice through public policy advocacy, direct action and 
litigation.  
 
The fight for freedom is a constant struggle and I don’t feel no ways tired!

I remain,

Rev. Dr. Francys Johnson
President and Diamond Life Member
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Greetings,

It is my distinct honor -- on behalf of the Liberty County Branch membership 
– to welcome the Georgia State Conference of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People for the First Quarter Leadership meeting of 2017. 
The Community has long anticipated your arrival and we are here to ensure the 
meeting is exceptional in every way.

Liberty County is the home of three of the signers of the Declaration of Independence 
who helped pen the words, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” -- which we solely hold dear.

As we stand at this pinnacle point of time where some political leaders are echoing divisive soundbites of the 
past were these unalienable rights were not available to all people. It is important that we plan a clear charter 
on how we move forward under leadership that’s indistinct.

We welcome you to begin the planning at the Historical Dorchester Academy where many great trailblazers 
have done before like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Dr. Ralph Abernathy, Ambassador Andrew Young, Dr. 
Frederick Lee “Fred” Shuttlesworth, and other key figures in the civil rights movement as they prepared for 
“Project C” better known as the Birmingham march. 

Today this national landmark is still used by many of our local leaders for an institute of community 
development, political, social and economic change. 

On behalf of our Executive Board, I encourage you to come stand on the shoulders of the Giants that have 
blazed the trail and have left the torch burning. The light of the torch is dimming, but I know we have all 
the tools to make it shine bright again and we will make it illuminate so that all will benefit from its glow.

Respectfully yours,
Graylan Quarterman
Graylan Quarterman 
Liberty County Branch NAACP President
Subscribing Gold Life Member
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The GamechanGers

For more than a century the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People has worked to 
ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate race-
based discrimination. Inspired by the force and commitment of The Call of 1909, which denounced the 
growing oppression of people of color and mobilized thousands to work to bring this discrimination to an 
end, the NAACP seeks to establish a strategic direction as it embarks on developing The New Call for the 

21st Century.
 

In the fall of 2011, the NAACP launched a process to develop its strategic direction and plan, creating 
a powerful vision for the future, and setting organizational goals that would focus its work for the 21st 
Century.  The five NAACP Game Changers below address the major areas of inequality facing African 

Americans that are the focus of the NAACP’s work.
 
Economic Sustainability - A chance to live the American Dream for all
Every person will have equal opportunity to achieve economic success, sustainability, and financial security.
 
Education - A free, high-quality, public education for all
Every child will receive a free, high quality, equitably-funded, public pre-K and K-12 education followed by 
diverse opportunities for accessible, affordable vocational or university education.
 
Health - Health equality for all Americans including a healthy life and high-quality health care
Everyone will have equal access to affordable, high-quality health care, and racially disparate health outcomes 
will end.
 
Public Safety and Criminal Justice - Equitable dispensation of justice for all
Disproportionate incarceration, racially motivated policing strategies, and racially biased, discriminatory, 
and mandatory minimum sentencing will end. Incarceration will be greatly reduced and communities will 
be safer. The death penalty will be abolished at the state and federal level, as well as in the military.
 
Voting Rights and Political Representation - Protect and enhance voting rights and fair representation
Every American will have free, open, equal, and protected access to the vote and fair representation at 
all levels of the political process. By protecting democracy, enhancing equity, and increasing democratic 
participation and civic engagement, African Americans will be proportionally elected to political office
 
Expanding Youth and Young Adult Engagement  - An informed and engaged citizenry
The NAACP will expand the presence of youth consciousness in every aspect of the Association.  Units are 
encouraged to give significant attention to expanding engagement with key age demographic (1979 and 
after).  Young adult engagement in policy research, development and advocacy on all levels.  The NAACP 
will take measured steps to enhance capacity of local units to recruit, engage, train and retain young adults.  
The NAACP will explore innovative approaches to young adult membership and program engagement.

An Agenda for the 21st Century
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2017-2018 sTaTe Leadership Team direcTory

OFFICERS 
President Rev. Dr. Francys Johnson
First Vice President Phyllis Blake
Second Vice President Jeriene Grimes
Third Vice President Rev. William Flippin, Jr.
Secretary Tonza S. Thomas
Assistant Secretary Graylan Quarterman
Treasurer Beverly Hudley
Assistant Treasurer Eloise W. Johnson
Georgia National Board Member  Rev. Edward O. DuBose 
Members At-Large Deane Bonner / Robert Hudley / Larry Lockey
Parlimentarian Renata Newbill-Jallow, Esq.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
Office Manager Toi Hines
Media and Marketing Specialist Brandon Thompson
Civic Engagement Specialist Demetrius Fisher

YOUTH & COLLEGE DIVISION OFFICERS
President Antonio Maurice Brantley
1st Vice President Darius D. Jackson
Secretary Ashley Lester
Assistant Secretary Steve Green, II
Treasurer Jamar Boyd II
Advisor/Youth Works Chair Sharvon Green / Loretta Brown

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
ACT-SO Toi Hines
Armed Services and Veterans Affairs John C. Littles / Ebonique McClinnahan 
Communications/Press Policy Constance Wallace
Community Coordination Delinda Gaskins / Angela Penn
Criminal Justice Mawuli Davis, Esq./ Gerald Griggs, Esq.
Economic Development Rev. Gregory Barnes
Education Dr. Robert G. Bryant / Jameelah Coes
Freedom Fund Mary Ross
Health & Wellness Nettie Jackson / Dr. Beulah Nash-Teachey / Dr. John Marshall
Housing Alvie Coes
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2016-2017 sTaTe Leadership Team direcTory

Labor & Industry India Sims
Legal Redress Renata Newbill-Jallow, Esq. 
Membership Pearl H. Brown / Rev. David Walker
Political Action Vivian Moore  
Religious Affairs & Social Justice Rev. Rutha Jackson / Rev. Paul Shepherd
Women in the NAACP Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson / Candance Blain
DISTRICT COORDINATORS
District 1 Richard Shinhoster / Graylan Quarterman
District 2 Membrish Brown / Rev. Richard Jessie
District 3 Earnest Ward / James Stocks
District 4 Karen James
District 5 Rev. Lee Franklin
District 6 VACANT
District 7 Johnny Smith
District 8 John Battle / Stephanie King
District 9 VACANT
District 10 Robin Hill / Rev. Lance Pitts
District 11 Dexter Benning
District 12 Carlos Brown / Rev. Dr. Eddie Ball
District 13 Eugene Edwards / Tanya LeFluer
District 14 Antoine Simmons

AD-HOC COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Personnel Karen James
By-Laws  John Battle
Time and Place Canary Whitfield
Rules  Robert Hudley
Credentials Ashley Lester
Resolutions Rev. Rutha Jackson
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Moral Monday Coalition Rev. Jeffrey Benoit / Kevin Moran
Sexual Abuse Task Force Ebony Harvey / Jesse Williard
Confederacy Task Force John Battle
Young Adults Committee James Woodall
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LifT every voice and sinG

Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
let our rejoicing rise, 

high as the list’ning skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea 
sing a song full of faith that the dark past has taught us, 

sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, 
bitter the chast’ning rod, 

felt in the day that hope unborn had died; 
yet with a steady beat, 

have not our weary feet, 
come to the place on witch our fathers sighed? 

we have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our star is cast. 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who has by thy might, 

led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray 

lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee, 
least our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee, 

shadowed beneath the hand, 
may we forever stand, 

true to our God, 
True to our native land.

Written by: James Weldon Johnson | Arrangement by: John Rosamond Johnson
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FIRST QUARTERLY MEETING
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - JANUARY 27-28, 2017

FRIDAY JANUARY 27
Dorchester AcADemy

8787 E. Oglethorpe Hwy | Midway, Georgia 31320
Dorchester Academy was founded after the Civil War as a school for freed slaves. By 1917, the fully-accredited high school 

had eight frame buildings and 300 students. This African American historic site hosted Dr. Martin Luther King’s planning 
meetings for his 1963 march on Birmingham. Dorchester Academy is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and was 

designated a National Landmark in 2006.

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM  STAFF/VOLUNTEER MEETING

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM   QUARTERLY MEETING REGISTRATION
    NAACP BOUTIQUE & EXHIBITS

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM  ADVANCED TRAINING: IMPLEMENTING SUCCESSFUL
    CHANGE PARADIGMS & ADVOCACY STRATEGIES

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM  TOUR OF THE HISTORICAL DORCHESTER ACADEMY
    
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  OPENING SESSION/MASS MEETING

    PRESIDING:
    Rev. William Flippin, Jr., Third Vice President 
    Georgia NAACP 
    Pastor, Emmanuel Lutheran Church
    Atlanta, Georgia 

    SPECIAL REMARKS:
    Dr. Francys Johnson, State President
    Georgia NAACP
    Statesboro, Georgia
 
    RALPH MARK GILBERT LECTURE:
    Senator Lester D. Jackson, III (D-2), Chair
    Georgia Legislative Black Caucus
    Savannah, Georgia
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SATURDAY JANUARY 28
Liberty county Performing Arts center

2140 E. Oglethorpe Hwy | Hinesville, Georgia 31313
The LCPAC was built to support the mission of the Liberty County School System in provide all students an education which 

promotes excellence, good citizenship, and a love of learning.  The District is a progressive Pre-K through 12th grade school 
system consisting of seven elementary schools, three middle schools, two high schools, one charter College and Career Academy, 

and one Pre-K program serving approximately 10,000 students.

7:00 AM – 3:00 PM   GENERAL OFFICE
    QUARTERLY MEETING REGISTRATION
    NAACP BOUTIQUE & EXHIBITS 

7:30 AM - 8:45 AM  GAMECHANGER BREAKFAST AND PANEL - STRATEGIES
    FOR PURSUING EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC EDUCATION
 
    PRESIDING:
    Jemelleh Coes, Education Co-Chair
    Georgia NAACP
    2014 Georgia Teacher of the Year
    Athens, Georgia
   
    SPECIAL PRESENTATION:
    Richard Woods, State Superintendent
    Georgia Department of Education
    Atlanta, Georgia
    
    PANELISTS:
    Dr. M. Ann Levett, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer
    Savannah-Chatham County Public Schools
    Savannah, Georgia

    Verdaillia Turner, President
    Georgia Federation of Teachers
    Atlanta, Georgia

FIRST QUARTERLY MEETING
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - JANUARY 27-28, 2017
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    Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson, Professor
    College of Education
    Georgia Southern University, Women in NAACP (W.I.N.)
    Georgia NAACP
    Statesboro, Georgia

    Dr. Valya Lee, Superintendent
    Liberty County School District
    Hinesville, Georgia    
9:00 AM – 10:15 AM   REFORMING CRIMINAL JUSTICE SESSION
  
    PRESIDING:
    Gerald Griggs, Esq., Criminal Justice Co-Chair
    Georgia NAACP
    Atlanta, Georgia

    Mawuli Davis, Esq., Criminal Justice Co-Chair
    Georgia NAACP
    Decatur, Georgia

    OPENING REMARKS:
    Dr. Francys Johnson, State President
    Georgia NAACP
    Statesboro, Georgia

    SPECIAL PRESENTATION:
    The Hon. Michael P. Boggs, Justice
    Georgia Supreme Court
    Chair, Criminal Justice Reform Council

10:30 AM – 12:15 PM MANDATORY TRAINING
    
    PRESENTER:
    Kevin Myles, Director
    NAACP Southeast Region
    Atlanta, Georgia

FIRST QUARTERLY MEETING
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - JANUARY 27-28, 2017



Moving Georgia Forward | First Quarterly Meeting 17

10:30 AM – 12:15 PM YOUTH TEAM BUILDING WORKSHOP
    
    PRESENTER:
    Esrom S. Quarterman
    Team Building Consultant
    Hinesville, Georgia

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM   ADVOCACY LUNCHEON

    PRESIDING:
    Rev. Cleveland Critton, Pastor
    Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
    President, Bryan County NAACP
    Richmond Hill, Georgia

    KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
    Rep. Al Williams, State Representative
    Georgia, District 168, Democrat
    Midway, Georgia

2:15 PM – 3:15 PM  CRIMINAL JUSTICE WORK SESSION

    PRESENTER:
    Ngozi Ndulue, Senior Direction
    Criminal Justice
    National NAACP
    Baltimore, Maryland

3:30 PM – 4:00 PM   BUSINESS MEETING AND CLOSING SESSION
 
    PRESIDING:
    Dr. Francys Johnson, President
    Georgia NAACP
    Statesboro, Georgia

    RECORDING:
    Tonza S. Thomas, Secretary
    Georgia NAACP
    President, Columbus Branch, NAACP
    Columbus, Georgia

FIRST QUARTERLY MEETING
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - JANUARY 27-28, 2017
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UNDERSTANDING THE NAACP 
CHARTER SCHOOL MORATORIUM

Historically the NAACP has been in strong support of public education and has denounced 
movements toward privatization that divert public funds to support non-public school choices.

We are calling for a moratorium on the expansion of the charter schools at least until such time as:

1. Charter schools are subject to the same transparency and accountability standards as public 
schools

2. Public funds are not diverted to charter schools at the expense of the public school system
3. Charter schools cease expelling students that public schools have a duty to educate and
4. Charter schools cease to perpetuate de facto segregation of the highest performing children from 

those whose aspirations may be high but whose talents are not yet as obvious.
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UNDERSTANDING RACIAL DISPARITIES 
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

The NAACP fought against policies at the heart of the so-called War on Crime and has consistently raised the 
alarm regarding incarceration trends in America. From 1980 to 2008, the number of people incarcerated 
in America quadrupled-from roughly 500,000 to 2.3 million people.  Today, the US is 5% of the World 
population and has 25% of world prisoners.  Combining the number of people in prison and jail with those 
under parole or probation supervision, 1 in ever y 31 adults, or 3.2 percent of the population is under some form 
of correctional control.  The NAACP support wholesale criminal justice reform to alleviate the follow disparities:

• African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million incarcerated population 
African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites

• Together, African American and Hispanics comprised 58% of all prisoners in 2008, even though 
African Americans and Hispanics make up approximately one quarter of the US population

• According to Unlocking America, if African American and Hispanics were incarcerated at the 
same rates of whites, today’s prison and jail populations would decline by approximately 50%

• One in six black men had been incarcerated as of 2001. If current trends continue, one in three 
black males born today can expect to spend time in prison during his lifetime

• 1 in 100 African American women are in prison

• Nationwide, African-Americans represent 26% of juvenile arrests, 44% of youth who are detained, 
46% of the youth who are judicially waived to criminal court, and 58% of the youth admitted 
to state prisons (Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice).
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corporaTe advisory counciL

Roger Johnson
Manager Corporate Community Affairs
The Coca-Cola Company

Mary Robert
Vice President Human Resources
Cox Media Group

Terry Deas
Director of Diversity and Outreach
Cracker Barrel

Delores Crowell
Regional Director, External Affairs
AT&T

Chris McCrary
Georgia Power Community & Corporate Relations

Christopher Williams
Metro South Region Manager
Georgia Power, A Southern Company
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GeorGia naacp aLLied parTners
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rev. Dr. frAncys Johnson
State President, Georgia NAACP

Combining a passion for helping people through law, education, and 
faith; Francys Johnson is called to serve this present age. He is the State 
President of the Georgia NAACP having been elected in October 2013 
as the youngest person to hold that office.

As a committed servant-leader, Johnson has served in ordained ministry 
for eighteen years. He is the Senior Minister at the Mount Moriah 
Missionary Baptist Church in Pembroke, Georgia and the Magnolia 
Missionary Baptist Church in Statesboro, Georgia.

Johnson is in private practice with The Johnson Firm P.C. Attorneys and 
Counselors of Law in Statesboro, Georgia. He practices criminal and civil 

law in all State and Federal Courts in Georgia.

Johnson is a Diamond Life Member and has worked for the NAACP in a variety of capacities including 
State Legal Redress Director; State Executive Director; and Southeast Regional Director. As Southeast 
Regional Director, Johnson was the chief manager of the NAACP’s public policy agenda and administrative 
activities in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. 
Today, he is a recognized thought-leader having testified before Congress; lecturing across the country 
and writing on the concepts of race, measuring equity, and understandings of power in public policy.

As a result of his work with the NAACP, Johnson went to work for America’s premier health advocacy 
organizations, the American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association as the Vice President 
of Cultural Health Initiatives. There Johnson developed effective strategies to overcome the social injustices 
of racial, ethnic and gender health disparities and strengthen diversity within its operations.

A graduate of Georgia Southern University and The University of Georgia, Johnson has served on the 
Political Science and Criminal Justice faculties at Georgia Southern University and Savannah State 
University teaching courses on Race and the Law; Constitutional Law; and the Civil Rights Movement. 
He is married to Dr. Meca Renee Williams, an educational psychologist and tenured professor at Georgia 
Southern University. They have three sons, Thurgood Marshall Joshua; Langston Hughes Elijah and the 
late Frederick Douglass Caleb.
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honorAbLe AL WiLLiAms
State Representative, Georgia, District 168, Democrat

Al Williams is former chairman of the Georgia Legislative Black 
Caucus, the largest state black legislative caucus in the nation. His 
House of Representatives committee appointments include Economic 
Development and Tourism, State Institutions and Property and Game, 
Fish and Parks (for which he formerly served as Secretary). Al is former 
chairman of the Industry and Economic Development Committee of the 
Georgia Legislative Black Caucus. His active memberships also include 
the National Association of State Legislators, the National Association 
of Black State Legislators, and the Georgia Association of Black Elected 
Officials.

Al is deeply rooted in the community which he represents. Born in 
Liberty County, Georgia to the late Alexander and Carrie Williams, he was reared along with three 
siblings, including a twin sister, in Midway, Georgia, in a family with strong church and community 
ties. Al’s father was employed as a laborer while his mother taught in the Liberty County School System. 
His grandfather, the late Rev. W. C. Shipman, was the first black registered voter and first member of 
the NAACP in Liberty County. Following in his grandfather’s footsteps, Al became involved in politics 
at an early age. He helped organize the Young Democrats of Georgia, serving as its first black National 
Committeeman. He served as a political advisor and session aide to Zell Miller and to the late Senator 
Glenn Bryant.

Al is the president of Techno Systems South, a transportation services firm headquartered in Hinesville, 
Georgia which provides transportation for “welfare-to-work” participants. Techno Systems also served as 
the broker for non-emergency transportation in Atlanta from 1997-2000, brokering over 50,000 trips 
per month.

A dedicated Christian, Al serves as chairman of the Deacon Board of the Calvary Baptist Church of 
Richmond Hill and president of the Laymen, Zion Missionary Baptist Association. He is past president 
of Laymen of the New Era Baptist Convention. Al considers his pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2000 as 
one of the most rewarding experiences in his life.

Al was educated in the Liberty County Public School System, later studying at Saint Leo University 
in Florida and John Marshall Law School. He proudly served his country in Vietnam. Al and his wife, 
Olivia, reside in Midway with the youngest of their children.
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Dr. Lester JAckson
Chair, Georgia Legislative Black Caucus

Dr. Jackson currently serves in the Georgia General Assembly as a three 
term senator, representing the 2nd district of the Georgia. Dr. Jackson 
was first elected to the legislature in 1998. While in the Georgia House of 
Representatives, he was voted by his peers as Freshman Legislator of the 
Year. After serving in the Georgia House of Representatives for 10 years, 
Dr. Jackson was elected to the State Senate, where he currently serves as 
Deputy Whip. Dr. Jackson is a nationally renowned healthcare provider 
who has received numerous awards, including being honored by the 
Georgia Dental Association as the Legislator of the Year and he received 
the Distinguished Service Award from the National Dental Association. 
In addition, Dr. Jackson was voted by his legislative peers as the Georgia 
Legislative Black Caucus Legislator of the Year.

After graduating from Meharry Medical College in 1985, Dr. Jackson was commissioned as a naval 
officer, proudly serving seven years as a dental officer for the United State Navy. He obtained the rank 
of Lt. Commander in four years, and served as Detachment Commander of the Beaufort Marine Corp. 
Air Station Dental Clinic, in Beaufort, South Carolina. As the Detachment Commander, Dr. Jackson 
provided dental services to military personnel and their families.

In 1991, after serving his country with distinction, he later established the Jackson Dental Center 
in Savannah, Georgia. The Jackson Dental Center is a part of the Minority and Women Businesses 
Enterprise (MWBE). MWBE is an organization that is committed to developing mutually beneficial 
business relationships with minority and women owned businesses in Chatham County.

Dr. Jackson is the CEO of Coastal Health Solutions, Inc. (CHS). CHS recognizes the growing need to 
promote and employ dental allied health professionals who are experts in their field. Dr. Jackson and the 
Jackson Dental Center moved into this phase of growth with a vision for further advancement.

Dr. Jackson’s memberships include an active member of the Pierre Fauchard Academy; The American 
Dental Association; The National Dental Association and The Georgia Dental Association. He is life 
member of both Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. Dr. Jackson also serves as a contributing healthcare editor for the Savannah Herald.

Coastal Health Solutions, Inc. is located in Savannah, Georgia where Dr. Jackson is committed to the 
highest-level of customer service, dental care and allied health for the entire community.
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Dr. m. Ann Levett
Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer,
Savannah-Chatham County Public Schools
Savannah, Georgia

M. Ann Levett has been as a professional educator for over 30 years. 
She has served as Deputy Director and Executive Director of the School 
Development Program (SDP). In addition to managing all aspects of the 
SDP, she coordinated the SDP’s university partnerships and managed its 
federal grants.

Prior to coming to the SDP, Dr. Levett served as Chair of the Masters 
in Educational Leadership and Principal Licensure programs at Antioch 
University McGregor in Yellow Springs, Ohio and in the positions of 

interim superintendent, deputy superintendent, assistant superintendent, secondary principal, assistant 
principal, and special education teacher.

Dr. Levett has served as a school board member for New Haven Public Schools and a board member for 
two charter schools. In addition, she served as a National Review Panelist and Site Visitor for the National 
Blue Ribbon Schools (National Schools of Excellence) program for more than 12 years. Dr. Levett is 
actively involved in her community, and she has received numerous awards for her work as a school 
leader and community activist. A few of the organizations with which she is or has been affiliated in a 
leadership capacity include Junior Achievement, Girl Scouts USA, Boy Scouts USA, National Business 
and Professional Women, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Phi Delta Kappa, Zonta International, Education’s 
Leadership Georgia, and Leadership Savannah.

Dr. Levett has been a speaker for state and national conferences, and she serves as an educational consultant 
for school districts, community organizations, and other entities. She has created and conducted 
leadership development academies for principals, aspiring administrators, and parents in addition to 
programs designed to address behavior management issues and special education concerns.

Dr. Levett’s research interests include minority student achievement, leadership development, and 
instructional leadership. Her most recent publication is the chapter, “Performance Management: 
The Principal’s First Priority” in Dynamic Instructional Leadership to Support Student Learning and 
Development: The Field Guide to Comer Schools in Action.

Dr. Levett earned a B.S. in Speech and Language Pathology from Armstrong State College. She also 
earned a Masters degree in Special Education, a Masters degree in Public Administration, and an 
Education Specialist degree in Educational Administration from Georgia Southern University. Dr. Levett 
earned her doctorate in Educational Administration at the University of Georgia in 1992. In addition 
to her formal studies, she has participated in leadership development programs at Harvard University, 

Vanderbilt University, the University of Delaware, the University of California, San Diego, 
and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
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the hon. michAeL P. boggs
Justice, Georgia Supreme Court
Chair, Criminal Justice Reform Council
Judge Michael P. Boggs was appointed to the Court of Appeals of Georgia 
on January 6, 2012 by Governor Nathan Deal. On July 31, 2012, Judge 
Boggs was elected state-wide to serve a six-year term beginning in 2013. 
Prior to his appointment, Judge Boggs served as a Superior Court Judge 
for the six-county Waycross Judicial Circuit having been elected to an 
open seat in 2004. He was re-elected without opposition in 2008. Judge 
Boggs was raised in Waycross and now lives in Pierce County with his 
wife Heather, a kindergarten teacher in the Ware County public school 
system.

Judge Boggs obtained his undergraduate degree in Political Science and Psychology from Georgia 
Southern College in 1985. He earned his Juris Doctor degree from Mercer University’s Walter F. George 
School of Law in 1990. While in law school, Judge Boggs was a member of the Moot Court Board and 
participated on the ABA Moot Court competition team. At Mercer, Judge Boggs was inducted into the 
Order of Barristers and was elected to the Student Government Association.

In 2000, Judge Boggs was elected as a State Representative to the General Assembly and represented Ware, 
Charlton and Clinch Counties until 2004. While in the Legislature, Judge Boggs served on the Judiciary, 
Public Safety and Government Affairs Committees. Among his legislative accomplishments, Judge 
Boggs authored the “Child Protection Act”, a bill aimed at protecting children from sexual predators. In 
2002, Judge Boggs was selected as the Outstanding Freshman Member of the General Assembly by the 
Legislative Alumni Association and was also recognized by the Editors of Georgia Trend Magazine as one 
of the “40 under 40” leaders throughout Georgia who have made significant contributions to the state. 
He was a member of the 2009 Class of Leadership Georgia.

An ardent supporter of accountability courts, Judge Boggs founded the Waycross Judicial Circuit Drug 
Court Program, served as its Presiding Judge, and served as a member of the Judicial Council of Georgia’s 
Standing Committee on Accountability Courts. Judge Boggs has served as a member of the Governor’s 
Judicial Nominating Commission, and serves on the Foundation Board of Trustees at South Georgia 
State College in Waycross, where he was a part-time adjunct professor.

In 2011, Judge Boggs served as a member of Georgia’s Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform and 
was appointed by Governor Nathan Deal to serve as Co-Chair of the Criminal Justice Reform Council 
in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. Judge Boggs is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Council 
of State Governments Justice Center, The Supreme Court of Georgia Committee on Justice for Children, 
and The National Center for State Courts Judicial Peer Group, and National Task Force on Fines, Fees 

and Bail Practices. Judge Boggs is a member of the Lawyers Club of Atlanta and the Atlanta 
Bar Association.
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richArD WooDs
Georgia School Superintendent

Richard Woods was born in Pensacola, Florida and while growing up in a military 
family, lived in California, Hawaii and Virginia before moving to Georgia. He 
graduated from Fitzgerald High School, and went on to receive a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Kennesaw State University and a Master’s Degree from Valdosta State 
University.

Woods has over 22 years of pre-k through 12th grade experience in public education.  
Woods was a high school teacher for 14 years, serving as department chair and 

teacher mentor. During his tenure, he was also selected as Teacher of the Year. For eight years Woods served 
in various administrative roles such as assistant principal, principal, curriculum director, testing coordinator, 
pre-k director, and alternative school director.

Woods also brings a business background to the superintendent’s position, having been a purchasing agent 
for a national/multi-national laser company and a former small business owner.

He and his wife Lisha, a retired 30-year educator, are long-time residents of Tifton and have been married 
for 25 years.

mAWuLi meL DAvis, esq.
Criminal Justice Co-Chair, Georgia NAACP
Decatur, Georgia

Attorney Mawuli Mel Davis, co-founder of the Davis Bozeman Law Firm, leads 
the Firm’s Criminal Defense and Trial Divisions. He is a graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy and Georgia State University’s College of Law. Attorney 
Davis co-founded the Davis Bozeman Law Firm in 2007 with his friend and law 
school classmate, Attorney Robert Bozeman, who leads the firm’s Civil Division. 
The Davis Bozeman Law Firm handles personal injury, wrongful death, criminal 

defense and civil rights cases. With a combined 25 years of experience practicing law, The Davis Bozeman 
law firm is a community based firm.

In August of 2012 Attorney Davis was selected as a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyer Magazine. This is one 
of the highest honors that an Attorney under forty or with less than ten years in practice can receive. 
Less than 3% of lawyers in Georgia receive this honor. Last year, Attorney Davis was named Civil Rights 
Attorney of the Year by the Gate City Bar Association and currently Attorney Davis is a reoccurring legal 
guest commentator on truTV’s In Session. Attorney Davis is described as an “activist attorney” because 

of his passionate work in the community and advocacy in the courtroom to save young African 
American men.
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gerALD A. griggs
Attorney, The Law Firm of Gerald A. Griggs
Atlanta, GA

Gerald A. Griggs is an Atlanta attorney and 2nd Vice President of the Atlanta 
Branch who is a servant of the people fighting for what’s right. Attorney Griggs 
is firmly dedicated to the fundamental principle that “We seek truth, mercy, 
and justice forever.”

Attorney Griggs is graduate of Woodward Academy; Oxford College of Emory 
University and Emory University; and the University of Cincinnati College Of 

Law.  A leader in the National Anti-Bully Movement; Attorney Griggs is currently working with the 
Atlanta Cheating Scandal Case which has been featured throughout National Media.

Dr. Meca WilliaMs-Johnson
Professor, Georgia Southern University | Statesboro, Georgia

Dr. Meca Renee Williams-Johnson is a native of Lafayette, Louisiana and is a 
Professor of Cirriculum, Foundations and Reading at Georgia Southern University 
in the College of Education at Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia. 
Dr. Johnson holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Psychology from he 
University of Georgia. She holds technical degrees in Accounting from Baton Rouge 
Technical School; Bachelors of Science in Secondary Education from Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and a Masters of Social Sciences from the 
Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida. She is a member of Kappa Delta Phi 

International Education Honor Society. 

Her professional experiences coupled with academic training have forged a particular mixed methods 
research emphasis exploring how emotions impact learning. As a researcher, Dr. Williams-Johnson 
investigates trends in alternative education options such as home-schooling and is widely published in 
the field. Additionally, Dr. Williams-Johnson investigates parents’ motivation in school choice options, 
parents’ efficacy beliefs in home schooling and identity development among rural student. Through 
planning, conducting, and publishing several research studies, Dr. Williams-Johnson has contributed to 
the larger body of knowledge and reported recommendations to achieve the best educational experience 
possible for all students. 
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ngozi nDuLue
National Senior Director of Criminal Justice | NAACP
Baltimore, Maryland
Ngozi Ndulue is the NAACP’s Senior Director of Criminal Justice Programs.  In 
this role, she provides leadership and direction for the NAACP’s efforts to reform 
the criminal legal system.   She also works on grassroots projects and campaigns 
to support NAACP field units in addressing the disproportionate representation 
of African American and other populations of color at all levels of criminal and 
juvenile justice systems.
 

Ngozi has a wealth of experience in addressing racial justice issues through litigation, policy advocacy and 
public education.  After law school, she completed a judicial clerkship at the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, 
and subsequently represented death-sentenced individuals as an Assistant Federal Public Defender for the 
District of Arizona. In 2011, Ngozi joined the Ohio Justice & Policy Center, a Cincinnati non-profit law firm 
that focuses on reforming the criminal legal system.  During her time at OJPC, Ngozi represented prisoners 
in federal civil rights cases, worked on state and local racial justice policy campaigns, and administered a law 
school clinic.
 
Ngozi is a daughter of Nigerian immigrants who grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Ngozi earned her Bachelor’s 
of Arts in French and Mathematics from the University of Cincinnati and her Juris Doctor from Yale Law 
School.

esrom s. quArtermAn
Team Building Consultant
Hinesville, Georgia

Esrom S. Quarterman was born in Savannah, Georgia. He received his Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Psychology from the University of Phoenix. As an entrepreneur, 
he started his professional career as a producer.  During that time he brought 
together and facilitated teams for a variety of projects, such as Viacom (MTV, VH1, 
and BET) and Grammy award-winning artist Chris Brown’s world tour, to name a 
few.  In the corporate arena, throughout Atlanta, Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami and 
New York City areas, Mr. Quarterman continued the same successes and shared 

knowledge of facilitating teams with government-based projects, such as at-risk community development 
programs, and the Child and Adult Care Food Program; feeding nutritious meals to thousands of children 
a month.  Some of these organizations included Yahoo!, Boys and Girls Clubs of America,  and 100 Most 
Intriguing Entrepreneurs of 2014 by Goldman Sacs.

Mr. Quarterman is a member of the NAACP Liberty County Branch and his goal is to help members see 
solutions from a team perspective.
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JeMelleh coes
2014 Georgia Teacher of the Year 
Athens, Georgia

In 2012, as the youngest member of the faculty, Jemelleh Coes was selected to 
represent her school as the Teacher of the Year and went on to become 2014 Georgia 
Teacher of the Year. She teaches her students that IQ is not as important as “I will” 
and that being hardworking, positive, and knowledgeable about different aspects of 
life can prove to be a highly regarded quality in our society.
She is the daughter of immigrant parents and a first generation college graduate. 
Jemelleh attended primary and secondary school in Dekalb County Georgia. She 

received her Bachelor’s degree in Education with a concentration in Special Education and her Master’s 
degree in Education with a concentration in Teaching and Learning from Georgia Southern University. 
During her tenure at Georgia Southern University, she traveled nationally and internationally to collect 
research from various educational systems in order to find ways to make improvements and validate the 
successes of our local systems.

She serves as a consultant for the Georgia Professional Standards Commission, member of the Department of 
Education Teacher Advisory Board, board member for the Georgia Partnership of Excellence in Education, 
and has been recently appointed to Georgia’s Network for Transforming Educator Preparation Advisory 
Council. She enjoys traveling and speaking, but her favorite job is being wife to Alvie Coes and mother to 
Gabrielle Coes.
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Dr. vALyA s. Lee
Superintendent of Schools, Liberty County
Hinesville, Georgia

Superintendent Valya S. Lee, Ed.D. is a veteran educator who is passionate 
about leading, teaching and learning. After advancing through the ranks of K-12 
education, her school system experiences include serving as superintendent in two 
Georgia school districts prior to her appointment to Superintendent of Schools in 
Liberty County. 

In addition to serving as a school system educator, Dr. Lee has also served at the 
university level, as an adjunct professor and also in a supervisory capacity over teacher education. Dr. Lee is 
committed to advancing Liberty County School System towards achievement and recognition as a world-
class school system. Superintendent Lee’s exceptional leadership skills will raise the academic bar for Liberty 
County schools by having high expectations for staff and students along with full engagement of school 
system stakeholders. She has successfully reconstituted and transformed low-performing schools, and 
appropriately addressed the needs of all schools towards increasing student achievement. 

Superintendent Lee is a high energy, visionary leader and describes herself as someone who is 
committed to seeing every child succeed and to doing “whatever it takes to make it happen”.
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Founded in 1909, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is the nation’s 
oldest and largest civil rights organization.  Its half-million adult and youth members throughout the United 

States and the world are the premier advocates for civil rights in their communities, conducting voter 
mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity in the public and private sectors.  

 
The Georgia NAACP has had an unbroken presence in Georgia since 1917. The Georgia NAACP maintains 
a network of branches throughout Georgia, from cities to small rural counties. The Georgia NAACP has been 
the most effective and consistent advocates for civil and human rights in Georgia. Since the late 1950s Atlanta 
has hosted the Southeast Regional headquarters of NAACP. Youth branches of the NAACP in Georgia have 

nurtured many future leaders of various major civil rights organizations, and the state has provided many 
native sons and daughters to the national leadership over the NAACP’s long history.

Mission
The mission of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is to 
ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons 

and to eliminate race-based discrimination.
 

Vision Statement
The vision of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is to ensure a 

society in which all individuals have equal rights without discrimination based on race.
 

Objectives
The following statement of objectives is found on the first page of the NAACP Constitution - the 

principal objectives of the Association shall be:

To ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of all citizens

To achieve equality of rights and eliminate race prejudice among the citizens of the United States

To remove all barriers of racial discrimination through democratic processes

To seek enactment and enforcement of federal, state, and local laws securing civil rights

To inform the public of the adverse effects of racial discrimination and to seek its elimination

To educate persons as to their constitutional rights and to take all lawful action to secure the 
exercise thereof, and to take any other lawful action in furtherance of these objectives, 
consistent with the NAACP’s Articles of Incorporation and this Constitution.


